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by the newly organized committee. Resolutions for this purpose poured
in like a flood.
On that same day the new committee had its first meeting. The
stack of resolutions from Congressmen in general was on the table
before them; but all their interest was for the moment absorbed
by the demands for guarantees and the ultimatum from the southern
caucus. Taylor and Davis carried out their roles, and the committee
recognized that this was their first business. They adjourned to sleep on
the ultimatum. Next morning, Thursday the 13th, an attempt was
made to satisfy the demands by a token statement Rust of Arkansas
brought to the committee room a resolution to the effect that the griev-
ances of the South were "not without cause," and that just concessions
and additional and more specific and effectual guarantees "are indis-
pensable to the perpetuation of the Union." This pronouncement Dunn
of Indiana, Republican, amended with Rust's consent to state that these
grievances were "greatly to be regretted," and that "any reasonable,
proper constitutional remedies, and additional and more specific and
effectual guarantees of their peculiar rights . . . should be promptly
and cheerfully granted." These fair words were all that the committee
would concede, and half of the Republicans voted against even this.15
The secessionists reacted immediately. Their caucus reconvened that
evening and duly adopted the Pugh-Wigfall manifesto, a flamboyant
document ending: "The argument is exhausted. All hope of relief is
extinguished." Seven Senators agreed to sign this, Davis and Brown
of Mississippi, Iverson of Georgia, Wigfall and Hemphill of Texas,
Benjamin, and even Slidell about whom the authors had been doubtful;
Toombs had not yet arrived. Twenty-three Representatives from the
states of Alabama, Florida, South Carolina, and even North Carolina
and Arkansas contributed their signatures. This message sizzled over
the wires to be in Columbia on the eve of the meeting of the South
Carolina convention and to be circulated throughout the campaigns in
the Gulf states and Georgia. It was well timed.16
After the signing of the manifesto the Senator managers definitely
abandoned hope of stopping South Carolina's immediate withdrawal.
If the Union with the South protected were to be saved now, it must
be by using secession as a bargaining point. They advised the Palmetto